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Dear Sirs: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the references set forth below and listed on 
the attached form PTO/SB/08A are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. Copies of the cited reference are enclosed. 
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This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited 
publications are material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no 
other relevant information exists. Nor shall the citation of any publication herein be 
construed per $e as a representation that such a publication is prior art. Moreover, the 
Applicant understands that the Examiner is to make an independent evaluation of the 
cited information. The references were cited in Applicant's PCT Application by the 
Preliminary Examining Authority on August 6, 2002. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
references by returning a copy of the attached form PTO/SB/08A with initials or other 
appropriate marks. 

No fees are considered to be due; however, if it is determined that payment of a 
fee is required, please charge our deposit account No. 13-0235. 
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